[Ranolazine--an additional anti-anginal drug].
Ranolazine is a new drug for use in patients with stable angina pectoris. Unlike other antianginal drugs ranolazine does not alter heart rate or systemic blood pressure. Inhibition of the persistent or late sodium current (I(Na,late)) by ranolazine reduces [Na(+) ](i)-dependent Ca(2+) overload and the effects of ischaemia. Moreover, ranolazine holds potential promise to be effective in treatment of atrial fibrillation and diastolic heart failure.